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Man’s Tinkering with Nature’s Work

Quebec, in the not-so-distant future…

Scenario
You’re a science journalist living in Alicia and Vince’s times. Your editor in chief asks you to write an editorial on this story, since more and more people are interested in having children through assisted reproduction. 
You must include your opinion in regards to Vince and Alicia’s case, and examine the ethical implications of genetic manipulations. What exactly is “the best” for one’s child? Are Alicia and Vince going too far? Where do we draw the line? How do we separate what is collectively “good” from what is purely “over-the-top” when it comes to genetic manipulation?
You must clearly provide your reader with a technique for medically assisted reproduction, explaining how it works. It is also extremely important that you explain mitosis and meiosis and their role in reproduction. Make sure you choose the language you use very carefully- the reader must be able to understand the terminology. Moreover, without getting into too much detail, you must explain at what moment in cell division genetic manipulations are carried out. 

You must also use visual modes of representation within your article (pictures, diagrams, etc…).

Before beginning to write your article, though, you must do a little research. And don’t forget that you must give proper credit to your sources of information.
But hurry! The deadline is fast approaching!
Brainstorming
What am I being asked to do?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Before beginning : 
What do I need to know in order to write my article?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key points summarizing my opinion on Alicia and Vince’s story:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Journalists, write!

You can now write your article. Include : about 250-500 words, typed, double spaced
· Your opinion with respect to Alicia and Vince’s case;

· Explanation of medically assisted reproduction. Within this explanation, you must describe meiosis and mitosis.

· At least one schematic or picture showing both processes 

· At least 2 sources of information; properly referenced in APA style 

Up to what point are genetic manipulations considered ethical? 





Alicia and Vince are planning to conceive a child. Thanks to all the progress made in the field of genetics, it is now possible to decide what characteristics children can inherit. For people who have the financial means (those in society’s higher levels of hierarchy), procreation of a child is now almost always medically assisted. This involves removing an egg from a female and fertilizing it, in vitro, with a man’s sperm. After fertilization, geneticists can carry out the necessary genetic manipulations. For example, a couple may ask geneticists to remove genes responsible for diabetes, genes which have now been part of Alicia’s family for several generations. Moreover, in Alicia and Vince’s case, it is preferred if the child were to be a male with refined muscular characteristics (Vince secretly dreams his son will be a hockey player). Finally, they would also like him to have superior intellectual capabilities, especially in memorization (Alicia would like him to be a surgeon who plays the piano expertly in his spare time). Like all good parents, Alicia and Vince want the best for their child. They want him to be, well,  « perfect ». 
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